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A MODERN ELDER REPOSES
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My good friend, Fr Luke Hartung, sent me an e-mail this morning notifying me of
the repose—on the day of his own birth—of Elder Joseph of Vatopaidi, who was one
of only two remaining direct disciples of the great Athonite, Elder Joseph the
Hesychast (the other being Elder Ephraim, currently of Arizona). The newly reposed
Elder Joseph, a Cypriot, was the author of the biography of his Elder, as well as one
of the biographies of Elder Ephraim of Katounakia, a sort of spiritual ‘cousin’ on the
Holy Mountain. Although | never had the opportunity for a proper talk with Elder
Joseph, | did see him give a homily before the assembled Vatopaidi brotherhood
one time, and my newly baptised father and | were able to receive his blessing. My
impression was of a man possessed of an extraordinary, childlike humility and love.
Here is a brief excerpt about his life from the interview with Elder Joseph conducted
by Fr Seraphim Bell for Divine Ascent #7, (Presentation of the Theotokos,
November 2001): (neploogdtepa...)
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