26 lovAiov 2009

Hagia Sophia’s angel uncovered! (With video)

Zévec YAWaooec / In English

Watch the video here (about 3-and-a-half minutes)

SERKAN AKKOC
ISTANBUL - Hurriyet
Friday, July 24, 2009

Experts have uncovered one of the six angel mosaics within the world-famous
Hagia Sophia Museum in Istanbul after it had been hidden for 160 years behind
plaster and a metal mask.

The mosaic, which measures 1.5 meters by 1 meter, was last seen by Swiss
architect Gaspare Fossati, who headed restoration efforts at the museum between
1847 and 1849, and Ottoman Sultan Abdulmecid. Experts were surprised to see
that the mosaic, believed to date from the 14th century, was so well preserved.

Hagia Sophia, built by the Byzantine emperor Justinian between A.D. 532 and 537,
was originally a basilica before it was converted into a mosque when Ottoman
Turks conquered the city in 1453. During the conversion process, the Ottomans
covered the mosaics with plaster instead of removing them. (neplwoodtepa...)
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