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THE HOLY AND GREAT MARTYR PANTALEON
[PANTELEIMON] ( July 27)
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Saints Panteleimon and Hermolaus. Byzantine wall-painting of the
late 13th century at the Church of Panagia Olympiotissa at

Elassona, Greece.

Pantaleon was born in Nicomedia of a Christian mother and a pagan father. His
mother was called Eubula and his father Eustorgius. As a young man he studied the
science of medicine. The priest, Hermolaus, invited Pantaleon to be with him and
taught him the Faith of Christ and baptized him. Pantaleon miraculously cured a
blind man whom the other doctors treated in vain; he cured him by the power of
Christ and baptized him. Out of envy the doctors accused Pantaleon of being a
Christian and he went before the Emperor Maximian to stand trial. «He stood
before the earthly king in body but in thought he stood before the heavenly King.»
Before the emperor, he freely declared that he was a Christian and, before the eyes

of the emperor, he healed a paralytic of a long-standing illness.
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