13 AvyobaoTtou 2009

Elder Joseph of Vatopaidi (1/7/1921 - 1/7/2009):
A Brief Biography
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Elder Joseph, insignificant according to the world, was born in Drousia, a small
village in the district of Paphos on the island of Saints [Cyprus], on July 1st 1921.
His mother Evgenia gave birth to her little child when she was seven months
pregnant at the Monastery of the Holy Unmerceneries in Giolou on the feastday of
these Saints. The mother thought the child had died, yet he lived. The infant
received the name Socrates upon being baptized.

Little Socrates was closely raised by his peasant parents living from a young age
the hard life. When he succeeded in finishing the fourth grade of Elementary
School, he was needed to do field work. Until he was fifteen years old he remained
in his village. (neplwoodtepa...)
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