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Where Are Those Who Say There is No God?
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English

St Kronid, in his remarkable first-hand 

account of his long struggle with severe depression and blasphemous thoughts, 
writes: «My only consolation and joy was, in my free minutes, to open the book of 
The Lives of the Saints to read about Niphont, the wonder-worker of Cyprus, who 
suffered similar thoughts for the course of four years.» He is here referring to the 
following incident from the life of St Niphon (the Russians call him Niphont), Bishop 
of Constantia in Cyprus (commemorated December 23):
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The Lord allowed a special affliction to come upon Niphon, so that tried like gold in 
a furnace, he might be proved worthy of divine grace. The man of God was 
delivered into the power of Satan, and for four years was out of his mind. Once, 
while keeping an all-night vigil in his room, the saint heard a sudden, frightful 
noise, moving from right to left. He was terrified and wondered what it might be. 
Immediately the devil appeared, raging and roaring and filling the blessed one with 
such trepidation that his thoughts bebecame utterly confused. Coming to himself a 
little, Niphon tried to pray and make the sign of the Cross. Seeing this, the devil 
screeched, «Leave off your entreaties to God, and I will put an end to my attacks!»

Niphon answered, «I will never obey you, unclean spirit. If God has given you 
permission to destroy me, so be it; I submit gratefully. If not, then know that you 
will soon be vanguished.»

«You are deceived, Niphon,» lauged the devil. «There is no God; have you ever 
seen Him?» (περισσότερα…)
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