8 ZemteuBplov 2010

The Nativity of the Most-holy Theotokos

he Holy Virgin Mary was born of aged

parents, Joachim and Anna. Her father was of the lineage of David, and her mother
of the lineage of Aaron. Thus, she was of royal birth by her father, and of priestly
birth by her mother. In this, she foreshadowed Him Who would be born of her as
King and High Priest. Her parents were quite old and had no children. Because of
this they were ashamed before men and humble before God. In their humility they
prayed to God with tears, to bring them joy in their old age by giving them a child,
as He had once given joy to the aged Abraham and his wife Sarah by giving them
Isaac. The Almighty and All-seeing God rewarded them with a joy that surpassed all
their expectations and all their most beautiful dreams. For He gave them not just a
daughter, but the Mother of God. He illumined them not only with temporal joy, but
with eternal joy as well. God gave them just one daughter, and she would later give
them just one grandson-but what a daughter and what a Grandson! Read more...
(mepLoooTEPA...)
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