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Continued from (Part V)

Other Orthodox Communities in America.

Albanian.

Albanian Orthodox immigrants had been arriving in America for some time and, 
after some troubles with the local Greek Priest in Boston, Massachusetts, the 
Albanians there selected Theophan (Fan) Noli to be their own Priest. Accordingly, 
on February 9,1908, Fan Noli was ordained to the Priesthood by Archbishop Platon 
in New York and the first Liturgy in the Albanian language was celebrated by Fr. 
Theophan in Boston on March 18, 1908. After serving for some years, organizing 
Albanian parishes, Fr. Theophan returned to Albania, where he was consecrated 
Bishop, on November 21,1923, subsequently becoming Prime Minister of that 
country in 1924. After a coup-d’etat, Bishop Theophan was forced to leave Albania, 
eventually returning to America as Bishop of the Albanian Orthodox Church in 
America. At his death in 1965, he was succeeded by Bishop Stephen (Lasko), who 
joined the Albanian Church to the newly-autocephalous Orthodox Church in 
America in October, 1971. Another tiny Albanian Diocese in America is under the 
spiritual care of the Patriarch of Constantinople.
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