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Turkey’s Forgotten Islamist Pogrom
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English

By: Alyssa A. Lappen

In 1955, a little-known war was launched on the Greek population of Istanbul.

For 50 years, historians, diplomats and state department officials have touted 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk as a great secular leader in a predominantly Muslim region, 
whose policies modernized and democratized Turkey, shaping it into a Western-
style state. But Ataturk was western only insofar as he implemented the 
Turkification of Gobineau, wherein he substituted the Turks for the Aryans, whose 
ideology had terrible results in the rise of European Nazism. Regardless, in 1955, 
barely 17 years after the dictator’s death, a little-known pogrom, driven primarily 
by Islamic fanaticism, targeted the Greek population of Istanbul, with the intent of 
driving non-Muslims from Turkey. (περισσότερα…)
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