14 OktwPpiov 2009

The difficulties a convert faces in approaching
Orthodoxy
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Inside an Orthodox churchin Peja/Pec, Kosovo

by Ecaterini

| am a convert to Orthodoxy and live in regional Australia. | came to my local Greek
Orthodox Church from the Greek Orthodox Church of Antioch whose Patriarch is
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based in Syria. In Australia, this Church is known as the Antiochian Orthodox
Church. There are five traditions of World Orthodoxy represented in my area, but
only the Greek and Serbian traditions are «affiliated» with the Patriarch of
Constantinople. Only rarely do these churches offer a Divine Liturgy in English.

I'd like to share with you some of my thoughts on what difficulties converts face on
coming into the Orthodox Faith. It has been my experience that, if one wants to do
more than just participate in a «nominal way» in the life of the church, a full
commitment to the Orthodox Faith is what is required. My sole purpose in writing
this letter is to increase awareness of the process of conversion to the Faith. | pray
that | will do this with humility. Hopefully, by sharing some of my thoughts with
you, we can learn from one another that the road will be made just a little easier
(not just for those converts who may come after people like me but for each one of
us whose spiritual journeys are often unique and deeply personal as we aspire to
live our lives in the Lord’s name).

Read more... (nepltoodtepa...)
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