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Can One Consider the Death of Father Daniel

Sysoev to be a Martyrdom?
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Hieromonk Job Gumerov

Death is the last event in a person’s earthly life. For a missionary, death is the last
homily, the last message preached, the last witness for Christ, Whom the
missionary loved with complete readiness to sacrifice his or her life for the sake of
the triumph of the Faith. Father Daniel Sysoev[l] had prepared himself for this
sacrifice long before. Even in his younger years when studying at the Moscow
Theological Seminary where this writer taught Fundamental Theology, Father
Daniel was pierced through with the fiery conviction that only Orthodoxy contained
the fullness of saving truth. Possessed of great talents, as a seminarian he already
knew the church canons, and passionately contested with students and instructors
when they allowed themselves the slightest compromise. To people who were
indifferent to the spreading and deepening of the faith, his aversion to compromise
seemed strange; and some of them fell into judgment and condemnation—but his
death as a priest in the church which he himself had built, gave proof of his
earnestness, his zeal, his single-minded commitment to Jesus Christ and His Church.

Read more...
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