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Saint Parthenius was the son of the deacon Christodoulus from Melitopolis on the 
Hellespont. Although illiterate, he listened attentively to the reading of Holy 
Scripture in church, and he did his best to put what he heard into practice. Working 
as a fisherman, he would give whatever he earned from the sale of his catch to the 
poor, keeping nothing for himself. His charity became well-known in the area, and 
Philetus, the Bishop of Melitopolis, obliged him to accept ordination to the 
priesthood, with a commission to traverse the diocese visiting the Christians in 
their homes. The Grace of God brought forth abundant fruit in him through many 
miracles and healings. One day, he met a man on the road whose eye had been 
dislodged by the horn of a bull. He restored the eye to its socket and healed the 
wound. On another occasion, he cured a woman of a fatal cancer solely by the sign 
of the Cross. Then again, when a mad dog attacked him, he brought the creature 
down stone dead with a simple puff of his breath.
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