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Sermon given on the First Sunday of Lent
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by St. Luke Archbishop of Crimea

On the first Sunday of Lent, our Holy Church celebrates the Triumph of Orthodoxy,
of true faith, which trampled down all heresies and was established. For this reason
this Sunday is called the Sunday of Orthodoxy. Heresies showed up even at the
very beginning of of Christianity. The Apostles of Christ themselves warned their
contemporaries, and with them us too, about the danger of false teachers.

The Holy Apostle Peter writes the following in his Second General Epistle: “But
there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying
the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many
will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be
blasphemed.” (Il Pet. 2: 1-2).

St. Paul, returning to Palestine from Greece, made a stop in Ephesus. To the the
Christian inhabitants of the town there he said: “For | know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from
among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themselves.” (Acts 20: 29 -30).

Read more...
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