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Europe is asking Ankara to recognize the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and other religious 
minorities
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English

A ruling of the European 

Commission for Democracy says in fact that the title «ecumenical» Patriarchate of 
Constantinople is universally recognized and it does not understand the insistence 
of Turkish authorities in denying a historically established fact. Europe’s warning 
useful to Erdogan’s in his battle to reform the constitution.
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Istanbul (AsiaNews) – The European Commission for Democracy has made a ruling 
urging Turkey to recognize as from time immemorial the entire international 
community has done, the status of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and its historical 
role as it was already defined the sixth century. In the same ruling the legal status 
of all religious minorities in Turkey is recognized.

The committee, the so-called Venice committee, named after the lagoon city where 
it gathered the day before yesterday, is part of the Council of Europe, which brings 
together 47 states, including Turkey.

The Turkish authorities, since the foundation of the Turkish Republic in 1923, have 
refused to recognize the religious status of the See of Constantinople, considering 
it simply as a single diocese of the Orthodox community and the recognizing the 
Patriarch of Constantinople the sole function of the pastor of his community.

Read more…
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