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Kafsokalyvia is a very simple community of ascetics, situated in a place where the 
torrents of Athos are channelled into a broad rocky and resonant ravine. The forty 
or so kalyves encircle the Kyriakon like a chain. The kalyves are separated from 
each other by rings of green, which consist of a small garden, a minute vineyard, 
and a few citrus trees, which, together with the few olives and other fruit-bearing 
trees, provide the only consolation for the ascetics, who break their backs to dig 
amongst the rocks and fill the cavities with earth brought from the surrounding 
area, despite the low fertility of the dry soil thereabout.

«Saint Porfyrios of Kavsokalyvia»
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