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Why Did God not prevent Adam'’s fall, since He
had foreseen it? (Elder Joseph of Vatopaidi)
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Had He prevented it, He would have interfered and would have abolished man’s
freedom, which He bestowed him as a gift. Had He removed man’s freedom, then
man’s conduct as well as his salvation would have been compulsory. Man would
have lost his personality and would have been a creature without will. God
preferred to change His designs on man, rather than take away the most significant
element of his personality, his freedom.
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God has added a second element which is beneficial to man: His justice against
demonic malevolence and hate. The devil believed that by misleading man, he
would have prevented God’s designs and would have shattered man’s likeness to
God. Thus he believed he would have managed to both take revenge on God and
deprive man of his value. Thus, God did not prevent the devil from implementing
his evil plan in order to completel HJe took upon Himself human
" " tim of demonic
5 and power and
not only in this
s fall, He would
intial union with

O > 9 o


http://www.pemptousia.com/2011/11/what-was-the-reason-for-man’s-fall/discourse-on-mount-athos-3/
http://www.pemptousia.com/2011/11/why-did-god-not-prevent-adam’s-fall-since-he-had-foreseen-it/elder-joseph-of-vatopaidi-1-3/

the book “Discourse on Mount Athos” by Elder Joseph of Vatopedi.
Translated by Olga Konari Kokkinou from the Greek edition: £povTtoc¢
lwone Batonaibivoo, Zvlntriosic otov ABwva, YuyopeAr Batonaibva 13, lepa
Meyiotn Movn Batonatbiov, Ekbooig A’ 2003



