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When the priest has laid the Precious Gifts on the altar, he, or the deacon, offers 
the Litany of Completion. The people reply ‘Grant this, Lord’, after each petition. He 
then says, in a low voice the Prayer of the Offertory, after which he goes out 
through the royal doors and says aloud: ‘Peace be with you all’. The peace of God 
is a gift from Him to those of us who have a pure life and who forgive other people. 
This peace cannot be taken away. Nothing can trouble it. And it’s a necessary 
before we can say ‘Let us love one another’, in peace and unity, all Christians, and 
can ‘confess the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Trinity consubstantial and undivided’.

While 

the people are singing these words, the priests who are celebrating exchange an 
embrace. In the olden days, all the members of the congregation used to do this, 
as an indication of their love and harmony. The Symbol of the Faith, the Creed, is 
then read, or, better, said aloud by the whole congregation.
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Below is the extract from the Divine Liturgy to which the text above refers.

That the whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless, let us ask of the 
Lord.

For an angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us 
ask of the Lord.

For pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord.

For that which is good and beneficial for our souls, and for peace for the world, let 
us ask of the Lord.

That we may complete the remaining time of our life in peace and repentance, let 
us ask of the Lord.

And let us ask for a Christian end to our life, peaceful, without shame and suffering, 
and for a good defense before the awesome judgment seat of Christ.

Deacon: Calling to remembrance our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious Lady, 
the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.

People: To You, Lord.

And he exclaims:

Through the mercies of Your only-begotten Son, with Whom You are blessed, 
together with Your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and forever and to 
the ages of ages.

People: Amen.

Priest: Peace be with you all.

People: And with your spirit.

Deacon: Let us love one another, that in one mind we may confess:

People: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: Trinity, consubstantial and undivided.



Deacon: The doors! The doors! In wisdom, let us be attentive!

The People say:

THE SYMBOL OF OUR FAITH
I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father, through Whom all 
things were made. Who for our sake and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became human. He 
was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; and He rose 
on the third day, in accordance with the Scriptures. And He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; He will come again with glory to judge 
the living and dead. His Kingdom shall have no end. And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the Creator of life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets. In one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come. Amen.


