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All the defendants are declared innocent!
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Today, 21 March 2017, the three-member Court of Appeals in Athens declared all
the defendants innocent in the case of the Monastery of Vatopaidi land exchange.
This verdict comes at the end of eight difficult years for Abbot Ephraim and the
other defendants, including two years of judicial sessions and sixty days in court.

In December, the Public Prosecutor had made a recommendation of acquittal for all
the defendants in the case, stating that there was no evidence of any wrongdoing
on their part.

The courtroom was filled to capacity with hierarchs, clergy, monastics and lay
people, who expressed their approval and relief by a generous round of applause.
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