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The story of the fall is clear. Eve was deceived by the serpent[l] and first
transgressed God’s commandment by eating the fruit of the forbidden tree.[2]
Then she went on and gave to the man who also ate. The punishment is an
unavoidable consequence of the act of disobedience. And for woman, it sounds
more severe: “I will greatly multiply your pain and your groaning, and in pain you
shall bring forth children. Your recourse will be to your husband, and he shall rule
over you”.[3] Throughout the primitive history of Genesis, God responds to the
rebellion of His creation with a direct judgment and punishment[4]. But God’s
justice in the Old Testament is not blind judgment according to a rule that is above
those involved. God’s righteousness is divine behavior which is to foster the
relationship between Him and His people.[5] Eve took the initiative and, with no
hesitation became the leader of a rebellion against God. Thus, a divine prescription
was necessary for the healing of an unhealthy situation. “Slavery” came as
medicine for an intractable character. Now, contrary to the model of Eve,
Christianity offers the model of a “new Eve”, the Theotokos, who offers perfect
obedience to God.

Eve’s dialogue with the serpent is “the first theological talk in the narrative.”[6] To
Walter Brueggemann’s thought that “the serpent is the first in the Bible to seem
knowing and critical about God to practice theology in the place of obedience,”[7]
can be added that Eve was the first to practice theology without prayer, which
means to talk about God without being in communion with Him. Summarizing the
story of the Fall we can say that “in God’s garden, as God wills it, there is mutuality
and equity. In God’'s garden now, permeated by distrust, there is control and
distortion. But the distortion is not for one moment accepted as the will of the
Gardener.”[8]
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The temptation of Adam & Eve. Pedestal of the statue of Virgin with Child, of Notre-Dame de
Paris, CCO

The vast majority of the Fathers in the Orthodox Tradition acknowledge that man
and woman were created equal before God and share in His image. A few
exceptions arise as a result of differences in understanding of the image of God in
humans[9]. Because of the equality of abilities and freedom in the first couple, they
both shared the same responsibility for trespassing, according to St. Basil.[10]

However for others, Adam’s blame is more serious than Eve’'s because she was
tempted by a demon while he was enticed by a woman (an equal creature)
although he was the one to whom the commandment was given directly by God.
[11] After the Fall, the state of the relations between the two humans changed, and
woman was punished to be subject to her husband because she had made
incorrect use of her freedom and equality. From being a helper to perfection, she
became the forerunner in sin.[12]

The distortion in the relationship between the genders occurred immediately after
the original sin. Both renounced their responsibility and Adam blamed Eve for his
mistake. The “curse” from God upon Eve determined the destiny of the relationship
between man and woman throughout human history: “Your recourse will be to your
husband, and he shall rule over you.”[13] Indeed, in the Old Testament and the



pagan world, the fate of woman was to seek security in man’s love, and his role
was to become her master. Even great Greek philosophers placed woman into
second place in society, next to slaves.

[1] «kal elnev 6 dLC TH Yuvatki...» Gen.3:1.

[2]«kai €l6ev A yuvr, dTL KaAév Té EOAov eic Bpwolv kol dTL &peoTtédV TOIC
0pBaAuolc delv kol wpaildv éott Tod Katavofoal, kai AaBodoa amd tod Koapmod
abToD Epaye kol £dwke Kal T avdpl adTAG ueT’ adTAG, Kal Epayov» Gen.3:6.

[3] «mAnBOVWY MANBLYVK TAC AVMag cov Kol TOV oTeEVAYHOV cov” €v ADmalc TEEN
TéKva, Kal mpdc Ttév avdpa oov | dnootpo@ry oov, kKol adTdcooD Kupleboel» Gen.
3:16.

[4] Zimmerli, Enitoun ©coAoyia, 222.

[5] Ibid., 181.

[6] W. Brueggemann, Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for Teaching and
Preaching-Genesis, (Atlanta, Georgia, 1982), 47.

[7] Ibid., 48.

[8] Ibid., 51.

[9] According to Theodoretus of Cyrus, the image of God refers to the power of
sovereignty (&pytkév) that was not given to the woman. Nevertheless, this task
was given to man after the fall. Consequently this characteristic does not refer to
the order of creation. See V. Fidas, “Té Avenitpentov TAC lepwaobvng T@v MNvatk®v
Katd touclepolg Kavévacg” in Owkovuevikdov Matplapxeiov, H O@aic tfic MNvaikog
€v Tf) OpB066&w EkkAnola kal td mepl Xetpotoviag twv MNvatkwy, EmpEAela Apy.
Fevvadiov Avpovpn, (Katepivn, 1994), 255.

[10] «...Kal A yov £€xeL T Kat' €ikdéva OeoDd, kal 6 dvrip. "Opotat ydp ai QUOELG
AUQOTEPWY EMAGOONoav Kal Toal TovTwY al mpdEelg, loa Td £nadAa, lon | TodTWY
Katadikn... Enedry odv dpSTIHOY T KaT' eikdva lAf@aoty, OPOTIHOY Exovat Kal TV
&peTAv... Exel tolvuv kai té BfAL, 00y ATTOV TOD Appevoc, Kal Té Kat' eikdva Kal
T6 KaB' dpolwowv...» M. BaatAeiov, “Mepl TAC TOD AvBpwMOL KATAOKELAG,” AdY.l, 22-
23. PG 30, 33-36.

[11] «i MEV yd&p yuvn, OO dalpovog kKatamnmaAalcbeioa, ouyyvwoth Omdpyxel” o6 6€
AdGu, wg LMé yuvalkdg ATTNOelc, AoVYyvWwOoTOC EO0TOL, WG ADTOMPOCWNWG TAV




E€VTOANY aLTOC OO ToD Oc0b Kouloduevoc» Eipnvaiov, Fragm. 14, PG 7, 1237.

[12] « (n Eva) &u& TtouL TtolTtOo Yyevouévn MpEV €0BEwC oL Lmetdyn...Apxfic 6¢
00dauod, o0dE OmoTayAg €uvnuovevoe MPdC adTAv. "OTe 8€ KAKXC €xprioaTto TN
¢govala kal ) yevopévn BonBaoc niBouvAog eLpeON kal madvta dnwAcoe, TOTE AKOVEL
dlkailwg Aowmdv” ‘mpd¢ TOV Avdbpa n amootpo@n oov’ ...» lepod Xpvoootduov, “Ou.
eic A’ Kop.” 2. PG 61, 215.

[13] «mtpdc TV Gvdpa gov 1 anooTpo@r] oov Kol adTOC oov KupLevoel» Gen 3:16.



