15 AmptAiov 2010

April 10, 1912, the Titanic, largest ship afloat, left Southampton, England on her
maiden voyage to New York City. The White Star Line had spared no expense in
assuring her luxury. A legend even before she sailed, her passengers were a
mixture of the world’s wealthiest basking in the elegance of first class
accommodations and immigrants packed into steerage.

The Washington Post announces the disaster

She was touted as the safest ship ever built, so safe that she carried only 20
lifeboats - enough to provide accommodation for only half her 2,200 passengers
and crew. This discrepancy rested on the belief that since the ship’s construction
made her «unsinkable,» her lifeboats were necessary only to rescue survivors of
other sinking ships. Additionally, lifeboats took up valuable deck space.

Read more...
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