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Relations between in Christianity and Hinduism

Hinduism appeared in 600 BC and continues to exist until today. However, its roots
are detected since 1,500 BC. Hinduism is the oldest religion in the world and the
third most populous, after Christianity and Islam. Furthermore, it is a polytheistic
pagan religion with no founder and with many Gods of various attributes.
Therefore, there are 33 major Gods and 330 million minor deities. Nowadays,
within Hinduism some accept Vishnu as the supreme God while others think that
Siva is the supreme God[1l]. The greatest goal of Hindus is the liberation (moksha)
from the cycle of incarnations which is achieved by the unification with God. The
major Hindu communities are spotted in Nepal, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Singapore,
Mauritius, Fiji etc. The Hindu sacred scriptures are the Vedas, while their teachers
are the Guru.

Due to its diversity, Hinduism is difficult to compromise with other religions, let
alone Christianity. It is a religion that demands the respect of all other religions and
the recognition that it bears the great truths. Hinduism seems unwilling to
cooperate with Christianity, because Hinduism has a longer history, the theories of
its pandits are profound and the influence of these theories in India is great.
Nevertheless, the World Council of Churches[2] has attempted to make the two
religions approach one another. During the 3 General Assembly of New Delhi in
1961[3], this fellowship of Christian churches tried to give solutions to the problems
of Christians in India whose rate is just 3.5%.

Christianity and Hinduism differ in many essential issues. There is a possibility of
coexistence if one of the two religions retreats as far as some basic questions are
concerned. Specifically, the Christian seeks help through his faith, as his religion is
the only way out, but this is not the case for the Hindu follower. Moreover, in
Christianity the universal salvation is dominant, whereas the Hindu tradition denies
it. Furthermore, Christians participate in the rites and pray all together in their
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churches for the salvation of everybody, while Hindus pray individually for their
own salvation. This is explained by the Law of Karma which is personal. A Christian
may be willing to approach a Hindu, but this is not feasible as long as he/she is
incapable of interpreting Hinduism. As a result, for many years, Hinduism had no
contact with the West, still the last few years the situation has changed. Naturally,
the first contact between Christians and Hindus is due to the Persian nation with
the wars between Greeks and Persians.

A remarkable Hindu religious practice is yoga that aims at the unity with the
Supreme Being. If we would like to define yoga, we could say that it is a
parareligious event that recognizes the existence of God without accepting that
God created and rules the world. Through physical practices based on self-
concentration, yoga aspires to separate the soul from the matter in order to fill the
spiritual gap of people who practice it. The unity is achieved through mental and
physical exercises. Even though in Europe and in America yogal[4] is a system of
exercise that helps people relax, yoga cannot be detached from Hinduism. At this
point lays the objection of Christianity: through physical exercises people turn to
Asian religiousness. In other words, self-hypnosis results to the distortion of the
salutary message of Christ’s Resurrection.

The Taoism Theory and its benefits for Christianity

Taoism owes its name to its central idea, the Tao, which means “path”. It is a folk
religion and philosophy. It is the first religion founded in China during the 6th

century by Laozi. It does not differ highly from Confucianism, because all Chinese
religions have the same cosmology. However, Taoism focuses on the individual and
on the spiritual life, while Confucianism is centered on the ethical and social aspect
of life. Taoism desires a non-violence world which is obtained through Wu Wei[5].
The Wu Wei is an important concept in Taoism that literally means non-action or
non-doing. In the Tao te Ching, Laozi explains that beings (or phenomena) that are
wholly in harmony with the Tao behave in a completely natural, uncontrived way.
The goal of spiritual practice for the human being is, according to Laozi, the
attainment of this purely natural way of behaving, as when the planets revolve
around the sun. Their common characteristic is that they both highlight the
importance of harmony and of the benefits coming from the respect of the laws of
nature. The basic principle of Taoism is the two contrary but complementary forces
of the world, i.e. Yin and Yang which represent the positive and the negative, the
light and the darkness, the spirit and the matter, life and death and reflect the
harmony of nature.

Taoism is a term applied in three occasions. Primarily, it designates a philosophical



school based on the texts of Laozi[6] (Laozi had been the master of both Buddha
and Confucius); secondly it indicates a group of religious movements such as the
Zen sects and lastly, it is a religion recognized by People’s Republic of China. The
deities of this religion are considered the deities of virtuous people and differ
according to the geographical region and the historical period. Taoism is
characterized by a transgression. It does not focalize on God as a Supreme Power,
but on his presence in the world. Moreover, it exercises influence in the West,
mostly due to martial arts. The martial arts include some practices of both attack
and defense. They are connected to the basic religious goal of Asian Taoist culture,
i.e. the achievement of deification in an arbitrary way, not as it was appointed to
the people by God. There are no official heresies within Taoism, although scholars
underline that there are two different approaches of the Taoist tradition:
1.Religious Taoism and 2.Philosophical Taoism. These assumptions concerning the
differences of Religion and Philosophy are stranger to the traditional Chinese
thought; therefore it is impossible that they were expressed by single Taoist
thinkers. Religious Taoism does not have religion in the core of the faith and
Philosophical Taoism does not refer to a Taoist school or a group of philosophers.
Tao te Ching (the Book of the Logos of Nature) is a fundamental text for both
philosophical and religious Taoism as it contains the basic principles of Taoism.

Nowadays, there are 20 million Taoists spread mostly in China, Taiwan and South
East Asia[7]. However, in China there is also a Christian majority of Protestants,
Catholics and Orthodox. At the beginning of the 215t century, Protestants were
roughly 40-75 million, having increased immensely, given the fact that in 1949,
Protestants in China were just 500,000 people. The rate of Christians is increased
constantly in China, in both rural and urban areas, an important factor being the
birthrate of Chinese Christians compared to Chinese of other faiths. Christians in
China were always seen as strangers, because their ways and traditions were
totally different from those of locals. As a result, they were strongly persecuted.

Even though the Taoist theory is different from the Christian, Western or Christian
traditions may profit from the Taoist tradition in regards to ecological issues.
Specifically, dialogue concerns Laozi and Zhuangzi or Taoist, philosophical and
religious subjects. The friendly relations of Christianity and Taoism through
dialogue must evolve while both religions have to deal with practical issues, such
as the role of harmony and serenity in everyday life.

Christianity and Confucianism

Confucianism is an ethical and philosophical system founded by Confucius in 551-
479 BC and is considered the prevailing religion in China. It is also widespread in



Japan, Korea and Vietnam. Confucianism aspires to a state where justice will reign,
the leaders will be adept and the administration skilled. The base of Confucianism
lies in the three following concepts: Heaven-Earth-Human. As far as Heaven is
concerned, Confucius’ teachings were traditional. What is new is the cosmologic
diarchy of Heaven and Earth[8]. Along with Earth, Heaven gives existence to all
things; therefore, it is mandatory to balance our existence, i.e. the microcosm, with
the energy of Heaven and Earth, i.e. the macrocosm. Confucius did not intend to
found a new religion, but to interpret morally and politically the traditional Chinese
teachings. Confucius was born in Shantung in 551 BC, lived in misery and then
realized that the only hope for salvation is the alteration of the administration of
the country. He was interested in the human relationships and the attitude of
people towards society; he incited people to live in harmony with other people and
was focused on two concepts: Tao, the “path” and Ren, the “human dignity”. When
adhered to the rules of Tao, willpower falls in with the willpower on Heaven. The
first worship of Confucius takes place in 195 BC when Emperor Han Gao Zu offered
a sacrifice to the spirit of Confucius at his tomb in Qufu.

In Chinese society, Christianity and Confucianism interact and at the same time,
their rivalry is accentuated. Dr. Yao studies the role both religions play in China,
since compared to other religious traditions their followers have increased. Since
1980 Protestantism is characterized as the most evolving religious community.
Today, in China there is one of the largest Protestant communities of the world. The
personal story of Confucius has impressed many and since 1990, there has been an
unprecedented dynamic of his tradition. Despite its growth, compared to
Christianity and other religions, Confucianism presents the drawback of lacking any
institutional basis and organizational structure. In continental China, the massive
expansion of Christianity amazed many, while Protestantism appeared as the
“winner” with the highest increase rate of followers among all religious traditions.
As a result, it was treated with hostility from the other religions and especially
Confucianism whose faithful decided to defense their nation.

Theologians sustained that there is no space for an approach between Christianity
and Confucianism without the devaluation of the first. Dr. Kevin Yao studies the
progress of the two religions which leads to an uncontrollable rivalry[9]. According
to Dr. Yao, the conferences where Confucianism came in dialogue with Christianity
gained international attention. The encounters of Christians and Confucians are
dominated by hostility. It should be stressed that Confucians are amazed by some
conceptions and theories in Christianity, i.e. the formality of religious rites, the
personalized concept of God as creator of the world, the projection of the divine
and human aspect of life, the religious creeds, the concept of the sin, the



Incarnation of Logos, the Resurrection of the Lord and the post-mortem life, the
Doctrine of the Trinity and the equality of men and women. All of the above insult
the cosmology of the Chinese religion, therefore the Christian preaching is
affronted impassively. Christianity focalizes on the relation with the personal God
who is active in the world, while Confucianism deals with life on earth. The Chinese
are only interested in moral issues and since the beginning there has been a
distinction between morality and religion. In the course of time, Confucianism
became a way of life for the Chinese people. It was indifferent towards the spirit
world, the destination of the people and the concept of God. However, both
religions stress the importance of the perfection of human nature and incite
humans to adopt moral values.

A dialogue between Christianity and Confucianism would offer the personal
encounter with God, the virtue of love. It is imperative to build bridges between the
two religions and this will be accomplished through the Jen of Confucianism and the
Tao of Taoism. In the case that a Confucian converts to Christianity, he/she will not
reject all the principles of Confucianism, but he/she will find in Christianity a
plethora of teachings complementary to the existing principles of proper education
[10].
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