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He weighs up our impulses (Elder Joseph of 
Vatopaidi)
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The devil doesn’t have foresight, nor does he know what people are thinking. He 
draws conclusions from the impulses of our emotions and then stimulates our 
members and senses with corresponding, impassioned thoughts. When he sees 
that our intentions are inclining towards an image conjured up by our imagination, 
whether it’s real or in the mind, he realizes that that’s where our desire and 
purpose lie. He then brings up a suitable occasion in order to subject his victim 
through the nature of his will.


