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BnOAeép tnG lovdaiac (MpwTOoMPeTPBOUTEPOC .

ZMUPiIdwY AdvToC, uTt. ALdAKTWP OeoAoyiac)
/ Neuntovoia

H BifAikl BnOAeéu[l], mOAn TnG @ULUAAG lo0da, améxel 6 mepimov HiAwa
vo-Tia TNG lepovoaAAp. ZTNV Ay. MNpaen amokalAeitar «BnOAgén yn lovda»
(mov avAkKeL otnv @QUAR TouL loVda), yia va Ee-xwpider amdé TNV AGAAn
BnOAeép (tng laAlAaiag), n omoia ATav oTto Boppd oTOo £6a@POoC TNG
ZeBouvAwv[2]. AmokaAsiTal, emiong, «oikog Touv E@paBd>», amdé TN GULAR TOL
Co00e 0 ALTEG TIG OE0ELG KAL KUPLOAEKTLKA ONUALVEL «YOVLUN».
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H apyaitdtepn avagopd otn BnbAcéu Bploketat ota Amarna letters (1350-1330
n.X.), émov yivetal Adyoc yla tTnv moOAn tou Bit llu mov BplokeTal otnv €vplTEPN
neploxr tTnG lepovoaAriu. E{val mbavd 6tL 1o apxtkd dvoua tnG MOANG TMPOEPYETAL
and Tov 0ed Twv XaAdbaiwv Lakhmo, 8ed tng @bdoNG koL TNG YovudOTNTOG, TOU
omoiou TO Ovopa ULLO-BeTABNKE amd Toug XavaoviTeC Kol TpPO-TMOToLAONKE o€
Lahama. Av amnode-xtoOue tnv unébeon avtr, N HETAPpPAon Tou ovouatog Beit-el-
Lahama 6a pmo-podoe va ftav «olko¢ tov Lahama» kat Ba €lyxe vonua, agoL avth
N yn fAtav mo-A0 ebgopn Kot MAoldala o€ vepd. Em-mAéov, atnv M. Alabnkn i méAn
ovopdle-tal Beit-Lehem, «olkog tov dptou».

H BnBAeéu nailel onuavtiké péAo otnv M. AlaBnkn, otnv wotopia TWv lopanAtTwy,
Té00 mpwv amnd tnv €{00d6 toug otnv Alyvnmto Kot tn dovAtla, 600 KAl PMETA TNV
‘E€0b60. KataktnOnke amnd toug lopanAitec nepinov to 1200 m.X. ZOPMQWVA HE TOUG
YEVEAAOYLKOUC KaTaAdyoug tou A’ Xpovikwy, o lovdag eyévvnoe tov dapéc [30], o
dapéc eyévvnoe tov Eopwv[4], kat o Eopwv eyévvnoe tov XAAeB, otov omolo
avAKav ol KATolkoL TNG BNOAEEU[5], evw 0 ZaAud ATav «0 aTAP BNOAEEU»[6].

20ppwva he To BLBAlo TG Mevéoewcg, n PaxnA, oc0luyog Ttouv lakwp, «amébave d€
PaxAA kKot €Td@n €v tn 0dW Tou mnodpduov Eepabd (adtn €otl BNnOAeEU)»[7]. ZT0
BLBAlo t™nC Poub avagépetal, 6TL oTtnV MOAN 1oL £ixe yevvnBel o EAlpéAey[8] Kal
Katolkoloe o Bodl, éptacav n Naopl kat n PouB[9], tTnv omola vuupedONKE O
Bodl[10]. Ané tn yevealoyia tov Bodl otn moAn yevvribnke o BaolAevg AaBid, «o



LLOC ekelvov Touv E@pabaiov ek BnOAeéu lo0da, ovopalduevov lecoai»[11], Tov
omnolo eE€AeEe Kal €xploe o MPoPATNG ZauoLAA, WG KOplo kot BaaotAéa.
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2tn BnOAgéu oL dAoTalol, OTOLC QYWVEC Toug evavtiov Tov AaBid, elxav
@POLPAE[12] yla va TNV MPOOCTATEVOLY Kal amd eMBECELC UAWY amd To Boppd[l3],
Kal apyoTteEpa 0 €yyovdc touv AaBid lepoBodu eneételve Kal eunmAodTNOE T TEXN
NG MOAEWC, UE OKOTO va TNV MPOCTATEVCEL TNV lEPOLOAAAU aTO EMOECELC PUAWVY
and To véto. H BnBAeén To 586 m.X. pe TN PBaBuvAwviakh oydaAwoia
EYKATOAE(PTNKE. Z0HQWva pe TO BLBAlo Tov B’ Ecdpalld], n mOAN emavidpvOnKe TO
538 mn.X., 6tav ot Mépoec enéTpeyav oToug lopanAiteg va emoTpéyouv. And Toug
METOLKLOBEVTEG alYMoAWTOLE TIov 0 NaBouyodovéowp elxe MEpPeL ALYUAAWTOLE OTN
BaBuAwva[l5], enéotpeyav «viol BeOAeEU ekatdv eikooltpelc»[16], v KaTd TOV
Neeguia «Avdpec BnOAeéu kKot NeTwed, ekatdv oydonkovta oKTw»[17]. Apydtepa n
noAN KoL n meploxn mMEpace amnd Tov EAeyxo Twv MToAgpaiwv TG AwyomTouv (323-
200 1 .X.) otn duvaoTela TWYV ZEAELKLOWY (WG TO 167 m.X.) KOl TwWV AoHovaiwy Kal
and 1o 63 M.X. TWY Pwpai{wv[18]. O TepTuAlavdg (TEAN lov W.X. at.) papTupel 6TL
OTIC NUEPEC TOoL Kavelc EBpailogc 6ev kKatolkoOoe otn BnOAeéu. O M. Kwvotavtivog
€kTioe tov Nad t™ng MNevwAoewg, mov KataoTpdenke tTo 529 kat Eavaktiotnke amnd
Tov lovoTviavd. Ol aPXALOAOYLKEG avaoKaéG Gdpyxltoav to 1934 amnd tov W. Harvey
Kal HETAED AAAWVY aMOKOADPONKAY T LTIEPOXA MWOAIKE ddmeda TNG BaolAlkAC TNG
Fevwnoewg, Ta omola €Youv TEXVIKEC OMOLOTNTEC ME auTtd Tou MoaAaTiod TNG
KwvoTavTwoumdAEwG.



O mpoenRTnG Muxalag, mpoeritevoe TN MNEvvnon tov XpLotol otn BnBAgéu: «Kkat ov,
BnBAgéy, olkoc Tov E@pabd, oAtyootdg €L Tou €lval €v XIALdowv lovda- €K gouv pot
e€eAeboeTal TOL €lval €1¢ dpyovTa €v Tw lopaniA, Kat at €€odol avtoL am’ apxng €€
NUEPWY awwvoc»[19]. To xwplo oavtd xpnowuomolel kat o EvayyeAloTAG
MaTt6aioc[20]. Otav dpyxloe n amoypapn «AvéRBn d& kal lworie and Tng NAlAaiag €k
nMOAew¢ Nalap€t €1¢ TNV lovdaiav €1¢ MOAWY Aavid ATIC KaAe(tal BnOAgéY, dua to
elvat avtov €& oikov kot matpldc Aavid, amoypayacbat cuvv Mapldp TN
EUVNOTEVHUEVN QLTW YLvalk(, o0on eykKOw»[21]. O EvayyeAloTAg lwdvvng papTupel
Kal auTOC TN MEvvnon tou ZwTripog otn BnBAeéu «ouvxl n ypaer elnev 4TL €K TOUL
onépuatog Aavid kat amd BnOAs€u TNG KWPNG, Omov €v Aovid, o XpLotdg
Epxetay»[22]. O Inoobg Xpuotdg, o «dpto¢ NG CwNCc»[23] yevwwABnke oTnVv
BnOAeéu (= otov oiko Touv &ptov) otoug Xpodvouc TNG Baowelac tov Hpwdn. To
«0bwp T™NG TWNAC» Ba Eedywdoel Tov Aad Kal Tov mpoentdvakTa AaBid, o omolog
«emeBOuNoe kot €lne’ tic moTiel ue VOWP €K TOL AGKKOUL TOL €v BNBAgEU TOL €v TN
noOAN;»[24]. O Xploté¢ pag draBeBatwvel OTL «o¢ &' av min €k Tou LOHATOC OL £YW
dWOoW aALTW, OL PN BWNAOCEL LG TOV ALWVA, OAAA TO 0VBWP 0 BWOW ALTW, YEVACETAL
€v a0TwW mnyn 06aTtog aAAopévou ¢ CWNAV alwviov» [25].
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