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Venerable Athanasius of mount Athos
/ Συναξαριακές Μορφές

Saint Nikolai Velimirovch

Athanasius was born in Trebizond of God-fearing parents. He became orphaned at 
an early age but, by the Providence of God, a commander took him under his care 
and brought him to Constantinople to be educated. Because of his meekness and 
humbleness, he was the favorite of his peers. During the children’s games, the 
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children chose one to be an emperor, one a commander and Athanasius as abbot 
as though it was some kind of foretelling! Having completed his education, 
Athanasius (who before tonsuring was called Abraham) withdrew into the desert of 
Maleinos near Athos, the Holy Mountain, where he lived the life of an ascetic as a 
disciple of the then renowned Michael Maleinos. (περισσότερα…)
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