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The star of Vergina (Greece)

January 22, 2009
Editor, Archaeology Magazine
36-36
33rd Street Long Island City,
NY 11106 U.S.A.
Dear Sir,

I opened the January/February issue of Archaeology today and eagerly turned to «A 
Letter from Macedonia» only to discover that it was actually a letter from ancient 
Paionia – the land north of Mt. Barmous and Mt. Orbelos. Livy’s account of the 
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creation of the Roman province of Macedonia (45.29.7 and 12) makes clear that 
the Paionians lived north of those mountains (which form today the geographically 
natural northern limits of Greece) and south of the Dardanians who were in today’s 
Kosovo. Strabo (7. frag 4) is even more succinct in saying that Paionia was north of 
Macedonia and the only connection from one to the other was (and is today) 
through the narrow gorge of the Axios (or Vardar) River. In other words, the land 
which is described by Matthew Brunwasser in his «Owning Alexander» was Paionia 
in antiquity. (περισσότερα…)
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