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Saint Ursula and her companions (October 21)
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Hans Memling, The Martyrdom of Saint Ursula.
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Saint Ursula was born in Great Britain of Christian parents; her father, Maurus, was 
king of Cornubia in Scotland. Ursula was sought in marriage by a young pagan 
prince, but had already vowed her life and her heart to Jesus Christ.

In the year 383 she was boarded onto a boat with a large number of young girls 
and Christian women whom a Roman conqueror wished to give as wives to his 
soldiers, after having endowed them with rich terrains. But during the crossing of 
the Channel a storm arose, and the ships, instead of reaching western Gaul, were 
driven towards the mouth of the Rhine. The Huns who at that time were ravaging 
Europe saw the ships, and were making ready to pillage them and inflict on these 
virgins and women a dishonor more dreaded by them than death. Commanded by 
Ursula, they resisted heroically and so well that suddenly the sentiments of the 
barbarians changed. They took up their arms to be rid of this peaceful army. Soon 
the victims fell under the blows of the executioners, and their souls winged their 
way to heaven. (περισσότερα…)
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