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Saint Nicetas the Confessor, Saint Paul the 
Sorrowful one and Holy Martyr Ulphianus (April 3)
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Saints Nicetas the Confessor and Joseph the Hymnographer

1. SAINT NICETAS THE CONFESSOR
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Nicetas was born in Bithynia in the city of Caesarea. His father, Filaret, after the 
death of his spouse, was tonsured a monk while Nicetas remained with his paternal 
grandmother. After reaching maturity and completing all of his studies, Nicetas 
entered the Monastery of Medikion, where the Abbot Nicephorus tonsured him a 
monk. After seven years of hardship and mortification, Patriarch Tarasius ordained 
him a priest (Heiromonk). Following the deaths of Abbot Nicephorus and 
Athanasius, the faithful companion of Nicetas, the monastic brotherhood elected 
him as abbot, against his will. St. Nicetas was a holy example and model of life and 
asceticism to his brethren for many years. When Leo V, the Armenian, was crowned 
emperor, after the pious Irene and the right-believing Emperors Nicephorus and 
Michael, the Iconoclastic struggle was again enflamed. The emperor deposed 
Patriarch Nicephorus and later banished him into exile and, in his place, elevated 
the heretic Theodotus Cassiteras, a man of impure life. Nicetas was also 
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