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St Gildas the Wise (January 29)

Zévec YAwooec / In English / Saints

He was probably born about 517, provably in the North of England or Wales. His
father's name was Cau (or Nau) and that he came from noble lineage. He probably
had several brothers. It is likely that one of these, Cuil (or Hueil), was killed by King
Arthur (who died in 537 AD). It also appears that he may have forgiven Arthur for
this.

He lived in a time when the glory of Rome was faded from Britain. The permanent
legions had been withdrawn by Maximus, who used them to sack Rome itself and
make himself Emperor.

He was noted for his piety and well educated, and was not afraid of publicly
rebuking contemporary monarchs, at a time when libel was answered by a sword,
rather than a Court order.
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Gildas lived for many years as a very ascetic hermit on Flatholm Island in the
Bristol Channel. Here he established his reputation for that peculiar Celtic sort of
holiness that consists of extreme self-denial and isolation. At around this time,
according to the Welsh, he also preached to Nemata, the mother of St David, while
she was pregnant with the Saint. Read more... (neplogdétepa...)
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