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St. Polycarp of Smyrna (February 23)
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Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who was «fruitful in every good work» (Col. 
1:10), was born in the first century, and lived in Smyrna in Asia Minor. He was 
orphaned at an early age, but at the direction of an angel, he was raised by the 
pious widow Kallista. After the death of his adoptive mother, Polycarp gave away 
his possessions and began to lead a chaste life, caring for the sick and the infirm. 
He was very fond of and close to St Bucolus, Bishop of Smyrna (February 6). He 
ordained Polycarp as deacon, entrusting to him to preach the Word of God in 
church. He also ordained him to the holy priesthood. (περισσότερα…)
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