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. fERECH

St Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow and Apostle to America was born as Vasily lvanovich
Belavin on January 19, 1865 into the family of loann Belavin, a rural priest of the
Toropetz district of the Pskov diocese. His childhood and adolescence were spent in
the village in direct contact with peasants and their labor. From his early years he
displayed a particular religious disposition, love for the Church as well as rare
meekness and humility.
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