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The Magnificence of Constantinople Even In 1436
In English / Christianity / In English

Created in 1422 by Cristoforo Buondelmonti, this is the oldest surviving map 
of Constantinople and the only one that predates the Ottoman conquest

Bessarion writes to Theodoros II Palaiologos the following about Constantinople in 
1436, which was seventeen years before its fall to the Ottomans:

On the one side you will see the abundance and fineness of holy things, even more 
abundant than they are fine, and even better than they are abundant. On another 
side you will see the walls and towers and the defense circuit of the city, whose 
measure and strength no one can wonder enough at, and on yet another the 
brilliance of the cities houses and the overwhelming pride in public show.
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Read more…

(περισσότερα…)
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