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Saint Theodora, the greatest of Romania’s holy ascetics, was born in the village of 
Vanatori, Neamts in the first half of the seventeenth century, and was the daughter 
of Stephen Joldea and his wife.

She was married to a man of Ismail, but had no children. Therefore, she and her 
husband decided to enter the monastic life. Her husband went to the Skete of 
Poiana Marului, where he was tonsured with the name Eleutherius. He was also 
ordained to the holy priesthood.

Read more…
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