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The Dormition of Theotokos (1)
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1t KOG THL GTOKY

Sermon by St. John of Damascus

THE memory of the just takes place with rejoicing, said Solomon, the wisest of
men; for precious in God’s sight is the death of His saints, according to the royal*
David. If, then, the memory of all the just is a subject of rejoicing, who will not offer
praise to justice in its source, and holiness in its treasure-house? It is not mere
praise; it is praising with the intention of gaining eternal glory. God’s dwelling-place
does not need our praise, that city of God, concerning which great things were
spoken, as holy.t David addresses it in these words: «Glorious things are said of
thee, thou city of God.» What sort of city shall we choose for the invisible and
uncircumscribed God, who holds all things in His hand, if not [148] that city which
alone is above nature, giving shelter without circumscription* to the
supersubstantial Word of God? Glorious things have been spoken of that city by
God himself. For what is more exalted than being made the recipient of God’'s
counsel, which is from all eternity?
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