15 AvyovoTtou 2011

The Dormition of Theotokos (3)

Zévec YAwooec / In English

Sermon (3) by St. John of Damascus

LOVERS are wont to speak of what they love, and to let their fancy run on it by day
and night. Let no one therefore blame me, if | add a third tribute to the Mother of
God, on her triumphant departure. | am not profiting her, but myself and you who
are here present, putting before you a spiritual seasoning and refreshment in
keeping with this holy night. We are suffering, as you see, from scarcity of
eatables. Therefore | am extemporising a repast, which, if not very costly nor
worthy of the occasion, will certainly be sufficient to still hunger. She does not need
our praise. It is we who need her glory. How indeed can glory be glorified, or the
source of light be enlightened? We are weaving a crown for ourselves in the doing.
«l live,» the Lord says, «and | will glorify those who glorify Me.» [202] Wine is truly
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pleasant to drink, and bread to eat.

Read more...
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