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The Very Rev’d Protopresbyter Fr. Stephen J.F. Maxfield

Contemporary homosexual culture? How can we talk of such a thing? What do we 
mean? It is to these questions that we must turn at the beginning and then 
consider where the challenge to the Orthodox Church lies.
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I am sufficiently old – the ‘wrong’ side of 60, to be able to remember quite well a 
time when, in Britain, men who committed homosexual acts were deemed to be 
criminals and were sent to prison. Homosexuality was considered to be a matter 
that was taboo and not discussed in society, certainly not polite society, even if one 
knew that it was something that existed – (unlike Queen Victoria, who, legend 
recounts, refused to sign the Act of Parliament that outlawed homosexual acts 
between women because she refused to believe that they could exist). Yet in less 
than fifty years we find ourselves in a situation where homosexuality is considered 
to be a normal “life choice”, where teachers may be severely censured if they do 
not teach it in this way, where sex therapists must teach men how to have sex 
together and where hotels must make rooms with double beds available to a 
couple of men.

Read more…
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