26 AvyovoTtou 2011

Holy Martyrs Adrian and Natalie (August 26)

. I/ In English

Sts. Adrian and Natalie |0 the fourth century, the pagan Roman Emperor Maximian

cruelly persecuted those who believed in Christ. He came together with his soldiers
to the city of Nicomedia in Asia Minor. There it was reported that in a certain cave
Christians were hiding, and that they sang and prayed the whole night to their God.
Immediately Maximian sent his soldiers to seize these Christians. The soldiers did
as they were commanded. The Christians were beaten and brought in iron chains
to the place of judgment. One of the chiefs of the judgment place, a young man by
the name of Adrian, seeing how patiently and how willingly the Christians
suffered for their faith, asked what reward they expected to receive from their God
for such tortures.” The holy martyrs replied: «It is written in Scripture that ‘eye hath
not seen, nor hath ear heard, nor hath it entered the heart of man those things
which God hath prepared for those who love Him'» (I Cor. 2:9). Hearing these
words, Adrian declared that he too wished to be a Christian and was willing to die
together with them for Christ. For this: he was also thrown into prison.
(meploodtepa...)
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