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Martyr Athanasius the Abbot of Brest
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The Hieromartyr Athansius of Bretsk was Belorussian and was born in about the
year 1597 into a pious Christian family named Philippovich. He received a serious
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upbringing, and he knew the theological and historical literature, as is evidenced in
the diary of the saint, which has been preserved.

In his youth, St Athanasius for a while was a teacher in the houses of Polish
merchants. In the year 1627, he accepted tonsure under Igumen Joseph at the
Vilensk monastery of the Holy Spirit. St Athanasius was ordained hieromonk in the
year 1632, and made head of the Duboisk [Dubovsk] monastery near Pinsk.

Read more...
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