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Sunday before Pentecost (Metropolitan Anthony 
of Sourozh)
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English / Συναξαριακές Μορφές

The apostle Paul (mosaic). Ravenna, Archiepiscopal 
Chapel, 494-495 A.D. Ο απόστολος Παύλος. Ψηφιδωτό 

του αρχιεπισκοπικού παρεκκλησίου της Ραβέννας 
(494-495 μ.Χ.).

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost

We have heard in the Acts of the Apostles how, as the Feast of Pentecost was 
approaching, Paul the Apostle had started on his journey to Jerusalem to be there 
together with all those who on that very day received the Holy Spirit. Of all of them 
he was the only one who had not been present in the High Room where the event 
took place. And yet, God had given him a true, a perfect conversion of heart, and of 
mind and of life, and had given him freely the gift of the Holy Spirit in response to 
his total, ultimate gift of self to Him, the God Whom he did not know but Whom he 
worshipped.

We also are on our way to the day of Pentecost, next week we will keep this event. 
When Paul was on his way, he thought of what had happened to himself in the 
solitude of his journey from Jerusalem to Damascus and in the gift of the Spirit 
mediated to him by Ananias. And we also, each of us singly and all of us together 
should reflect on all that God has given us. He has given us existence and breathed 
life into us, – not only the life of the body, but a life that makes us akin to Him, His 
life. He has given us to know Him, the Living God, and He has given us to meet, in 
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the Gospel and in life, His Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In Baptism, in 
the Anointment with Holy Chrism, in Communion to the Body and Blood of Christ, in 
the mysterious, silent communion of prayer, in the moments when God Himself 
came near, although we were not thinking of Him, He has given us so much. 
(περισσότερα…)
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