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Seeing the wood fot the trees, Christianity and 
the ecological crisis
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English / Ξένες γλώσσες

In recent times, the ecological crisis has been brought increasingly to our attention. 
Scientists, the media, Hollywood, thrash metal bands, and a horde of 
environmentalists from politicians to tree-hugging hippies and pseudo-Buddhists, 
have all had their say. But there is one voice on environmental issues that seems 
to only speak in hushed tones, and this is the voice of Christianity. Some people 
claim that Christianity, far from being concerned about environmental issues, is the 
prime culprit for the ecological crisis. These people point to the creation of the first 
human beings in the book of Genesis, where God says to the first-formed: “…fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth”. The Christian 
religion, so these people claim, has given humanity not only the freedom, but also 
the command, to do as he pleases with the natural environment. Two rebuttals to 
this view should be made. First of all, it seems odd that it is only Christianity that is 
picked out as the scapegoat, given it is the Old Testament that is used as the basis 
for the criticism. Why not blame Judaism as well? Perhaps that would just be too 
politically incorrect. (περισσότερα…)
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