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About the poor man and his Creator

=évec YAwaooec / In English

Painting of Vasily Maximov (1844-1911)

«He who mocks the poor, blasphemes his Maker (Creator)» (Proverbs
17:5).

If you are wealthy, in what are you wealthy, if not in the property of God? The
things which constitute your wealth, whose are they, if not God’s? Therefore, if you
become proud in that which you possess, you become proud with the property of
another, you become proud with that which is loaned to you by God. Why do you
then mock the poor man who has less of someone else’s property in his hands?
Why do you mock him if he borrowed less from God than you? If he took less, he
owes less; and you who took more, owe more. Not only should you not mock the
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poor man, you should admire him. Behold, he leads a struggle on the battlefield of
this world with much less means than you. Both of you are soldiers, only you fight
as a soldier abundantly equipped with all the needs and he fights naked and
hungry. If the both of you succumb and surrender to your enemy, he will be judged
more leniently than you. However, if you are both victorious, he will receive a
greater reward than you and his victory will be more celebrated than yours.

(meplwogdtepa...)
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