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by Elder Joseph of Vatopaidi

JOHN’S NEW WAY OF LIFE

John was now a novice at Vatopaidi. Although he was quite young, he was not
ignorant of worldly vanity. He began working at a very early age and, because of
his profession, had travelled about the various ports of trade of that time. He came
into direct contact with life’s realities; consequently, he had no juvenile and
dreamy fantasies about the world like others his age. For him, this was a solid base
for the beginning of his new life, because he had acquired many spoils that would
be useful in the upcoming combat and battles of the invisible warfare that the
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monastic life entails. (meploogdtepa...)
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