27 lovviov 2009

Becoming «All things to all people in order to
save them.» (Elder Porphyrios)

Zévec YAwaooec / In English

The holy elder Porphyrios.

Elder Porphyrios throughout his whole life received all those who came to him;
becoming, like St. Paul, «All things to all people in order to save them.»

All kinds passed by his humble cell; both holy ascetics and sinful thieves, Orthodox
Christians and people of other denominations and religions, insignificant people
and famous personalities, rich and poor, illiterate and literate, lay people and
clergy of all ranks. To each one he offered the love of Christ for their salvation.

This does not mean that all those who went to the Elder or who knew him, for
however long, adopted his message or acquired his virtue, and thus were as worthy
of our complete trust as he was. A great deal of care, vigilance and good sense is
required, because as the Elder becomes well known, the temptation will come to
some people to claim some type of attachment or connection with him. They will
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want to boast or to create the false impression that they are speaking for him.
Apart from pure devotion and true love, apart from humble approach and honest
learning, there is also conceit and personal gain. Naivety exists, but so does guile.
Ignorance exists but so does error and deception. (mepwogdtepa...)
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